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SUBJECT: US-ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING - JOINT PRESS 
STATEMENT 

1 . SUMMARY: THE ICA WIRELESS FILE HAS CARRIED OR WILL 
CARRY SHORTLY THE MAJOR PUBLIC SPEECHES OF THE ASEAN 
MEETING: 1) SECRETARY VANCE'S AND PHILIPPINE FOREIGN 
MINISTER ROMULO'S OPENING STATEMENTS; 2) SINGAPORE 
FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM'S STATEMENT TO THE NATIONAL 
PRESS CLUB; 3) THE PRESS STATEMENT RELEASED BY THE 
WHITE HOUSE AFTER THE MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT; AND 

4) THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE. THE 
FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE JOINT PRESS STATEMENT. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: 
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JOINT PRESS STATEMENT 

THE SECOND MEETING OF THE ASEAN-UNITED STATES DIALOGUE 
WAS HELD IN WASHINGTON. D.C. ON AUGUST 2-4, 1978 AT 
MINISTERIAL LEVEL. 

H.E. GENERAL CARLOS P. ROMULO, MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF THE PHILIPPINES, WAS THE ASEAN SPOKESMAN. THE 
ASEAN DELEGATIONS WERE LED BY: H.E. DR. WIDJOJO 
NITISASTRO, MINISTER COORDINATOR FOR ECONOMY, FINANCE 
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AND INDUSTRY OF INDONESIA; H.E. TENGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN, 
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF MALAYSIA; H.E. MR. S. 
RAJARATNAM, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SINGAPORE; 

AND H.E. DR. UPADIT PACHARIYANGKUN, MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF THAILAND. 

THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION WAS LED BY THE HONORABLE 
CYRUS VANCE, SECRETARY OF STATE, AND INCLUDED SECRETARIES 
BLUMENTHAL, KREPS, BERGLAND, SCHLESINGER AND GOVERNOR 
GIT I JOAN. 

H.E. DATUK ALI BIN ABDULLAH, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 
ASEAN SECRETARIAT, WAS ALSO PRESENT. 

PRESIDENT CARTER RECEIVED THE ASEAN DELEGATIONS AND 
REAFFIRMED STRONG US SUPPORT FOR THE GOALS AND ASPIRATIONS 
OF ASEAN. HE NOTED THE EXCELLENT EXAMPLE ASEAN SETS FOR 
OTHERS BY ITS COOPERATIVE CONTRIBUTION TO REGIONAL 
STABILITY. ECONOMIC GROWTH AND SOCIAL PROGRESS. HE 
COMMENDED ITS EFFORTS TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN DEVELOPED 
AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. TO SEEK SOLUTIONS TO SUCH 
COMMON PROBLEMS AS BETTER HEALTH AND EDUCATION, GREATER 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES. AND TO INCREASE AGRICULTURAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTIVITY. HE PLEDGED CONTINUED US 
COOPERATION IN ADVANCING THE STABILITY, ECONOMIC 
STRENGTH. COHESION AND COOPERATION OF ASEAN MEMBER 
COUNTRIES WHICH THE ASSOCIATION HAS SO FRUITFULLY 
FOSTERED. 

DURING THEIR MEETING, ASEAN AND UNITED STATES 
DELEGATIONS MUTUALLY ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR GROWING 
IMPORTANCE TO ONE ANOTHER AND AGREED TO EXPLORE WAYS AND 
MEANS OF STRENGTHENING THEIR RELATIONS. 

THE UNITED STATES WELCOMED THE ROLE OF ASEAN AS AN 
INDIGENOUS REGIONAL GROUPING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND 
AFFIRMED ITS COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT ASEAN IN THE REALIZA- 
TION OF ITS AIMS AND OBJECTIVES IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE 
WELL-BEING AND WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE REGION AND 
THEREBY TO REGIONAL PEACE AND STABILITY. 

THE UNITED STATES EXPRESSED ITS WILLINGNESS TO WORK 
WITH OTHER DEVELOPED COUNTRIES IN SUPPORT OF ASEAN'S 
EFFORTS AT REGIONAL COOPERATION. 

THE UNITED STATES APPRECIATED ASEAN EFFORTS TO PROMOTE 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALL NATIONS. 

REFUGEE PROBLEM 
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ASEAN AND THE UNITED STATES VIEWED WITH CONCERN THE 
SERIOUS INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN PROBLEM POSED BY THE 
PRESENCE OF INDO-CHINESE REFUGEES IN ASEAN COUNTRIES AND 
AGREED ON THE URGENT NEED FOR A CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL 
EFFORT TO FIND A JUST AND DURABLE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM. 

THE UNITED STATES PLEDGED TO INTENSIFY ITS EFFORTS, AND 
TO COOPERATE WITH ASEAN IN ENCOURAGING THE WORLD COMMUNITY 
TO DO MORE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER 

ASEAN AND THE UNITED STATES REAFFIRMED THEIR STRONG 
SUPPORT FOR COOPERATIVE EFFORTS TOWARD ATTAINMENT OF AN 
EQUITABLE INT:RNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. THEY JOINTLY 
STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUED WORLD ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY TO FACILITATE ECONOMIC GROWTH. THEY ALSO 
UNDERSCORED THE NEED TO CURB PROTECTIONISM AND TO PROMOTE 
MORE OPEN WORLD MARKETS, WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE 
NEEDS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FOR EXPORT MARKETS. 

NORTH/SOUTH ISSUES OF SPECIAL CONCERN 

THE UNITED STATES AND ASEAN AGREED TO COOPERATE 
CONSTRUCTIVELY IN FORTHCOMING INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 
ADDRESSING MAJOR NORTH/SOUTH ISSUES. ASEAN AND THE 
UNITED STATES AGREED THAT THE FORTHCOMING FIFTH SESSION 
OF UNCTAD IN MANILA IN 1979 WOULD PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND UNDERSTANDING 
AND PLAY A SIGNIFICANT AND EFFECTIVE ROLE IN EXPEDITING 
PROGRESS TOWARD ATTAINMENT OF AN EQUITABLE INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC ORDER. THEY FURTHER AGREED ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 
CONSTRUCTIVE PARTICIPATION IN FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS' COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

COMMON FUND AND THE INTEGRATED PROGRAM FOR COMMODITIES 
(IPC) 

ASEAN AND THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTED THE DECISION OF THE 
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE IPC TO 
INVITE THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF UNCTAD, IN THE LIGHT OF 
HIS ASSESSMENT OF DEVELOPMENTS AND PROSPECTS, BASED ON 
FURTHER CONSULTATIONS, TO SET A DATE FOR RECONVENING THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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COMMON FUND CONFERENCE. ASEAN AND THE UNITED STATES ALSO 
STRESSED THAT DISCUSSIONS ON INDIVIDUAL COMMODITIES BE 

EXPEDITED WITH A VIEW TO CONCLUDING WORK ON OR BEFORE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


THE END OF 1979. 

ASEAN EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT AT THE GENERAL LACK OF 
PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING THE IPC. IN PARTICULAR, ASEAN 
EXPRESSED ITS REGRETS THAT NEGOTIATIONS ON A COMMON FUND 
HAVE NOT RESULTED IN ITS ESTABLISHMENT AND THAT PROGRESS 
ON NEGOTIATIONS ON INDIVIDUAL COMMODITIES SO FAR HAVE 
GENERALLY NOT PASSED BEYOND THE PRELIMINARY STAGE. ASEAN 
STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMODITIES TO THE ECONOMIC 
WELL-BEING OF THE REGION AND EXPLORED WITH THE UNITED 
STATES DELEGATION POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS 
HOLDING UP PROGRESS IN ESTABLISHING A COMMON FUND AND 
AGREEMENT ON INDIVIDUAL COMMODITIES. THE UNITED STATES 
PLEDGED TO PURSUE ACTIVELY THE COMMON FUND NEGOTIATIONS 
TO A SUCCESSFUL EARLY CONCLUSION AND TO PLAY A CONSTRUCT- 
IVE ROLE IN DISCUSSIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS TO CONCLUDE 
APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS OR AGREEMENTS ON INDIVIDUAL 
COMMODITIES. 

BOTH ASEAN AND THE US EXPRESSED SATISFAC.ION WITH PROGRESS 
IN CONSIDERATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL RUBBER AGREEMENT. 

THE UNITED STATES NOTED THAT PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE WITHIN 
THE IPC IN ANALYZING THE PROBLEMS OF OTHER COMMODITY 
MARKETS AND IN DEFINING POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL MEASURES 
TO ADDRESS THESE PROBLEMS. 

THE DISCUSSIONS ON COMMODITY POLICY ALSO FOCUSSED ON RAW 
MATERIALS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO ASEAN COUNTRIES. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT ASEAN AND THE UNITED STATES WOULD 
CONSULT PERIODICALLY AS NECESSARY ON VARIOUS COMMODITY 
ISSUES OF MUTUAL INTEREST. 
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THE US UNDERSCORED ITS VIEW THAT GLOBAL IMPROVEMENTS 
IN TRADE AND COMMODITY SYSTEMS ARE THE MOST EFFECTIVE 
MEANS OF ATTAINING ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT. THE 
ASEAN MINISTERS STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF ASSISTANCE IN 
PROMOTING ASEAN EXPORTS, MARKET ACCESS ON A PREFERENTIAL 
BASIS WHERE POSSIBLE, PROTECTION AGAINST UNWARRANTED 
TRADE RESTRICTIONS, AND REGIONAL STABEX-TYPE ARRANGEMENTS 
TO COMPENSATE REDUCED EARNINGS FROM COMMODITY EXPORTS. 
THE US SUGGESTED CONTINUED STUDY BY THE IMF/IBRD 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF THE ADEQUACY OF EXISTING 
FACILITIES FOR THE STABILIZATION OF EXPORT EARNINGS. 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON TRADE ISSUES 

THE US AND ASEAN NOTED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE GENERALIZED 
SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES (GSP) AND OF THE US GSP SCHEME 

TO ASEAN AND OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THEY NOTED THE 
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NUMBER OF SUGGESTIONS MADE BY ASEAN AND OTHER DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES WHICH COULD LEAD TO IMPROVING THIS SCHEME AND 
ITS OPERATIONS. ASEAN RENEWED ITS REQUEST FOR SEVERAL 
FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS IN THE US SYSTEM, AND THE US AGREED 
TO STUDY THESE REQUESTS. THE US ADMINISTRATION IS 
SYMPATHETIC TO THE ASEAN REQUEST THAT ALL ASEAN COUNTRIES 
BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE US GSP. 

ASEAN AND THE UNITED STATES REVIEWED PROGRESS IN THE 
MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS AND AFFIRMED THE DESIRA- 
BILITY OF MEETING THE DECEMBER 15 TARGET FOR CONCLUSION 
WHICH WAS RECENTLY ESTABLISHED IN GENEVA. BOTH SIDES 
PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO FACILITATE AGREEMENT IN THE MANY 
AREAS COVERED, AND TO SEEK MAXIMUM POSSIBLE TRADE 
LIBERALIZATION. THEY RECOGNIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF AN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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IMPROVED, MORE OPEN AND NON-DISCRIMINATORY INTERNATIONAL 
TRADING FRAMEWORK WHICH AT THE SAME TIME TAKES FULLER 
ACCOUNT OF THE NEEDS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES THROUGH 
SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT, AND WHICH INSURES 
THEIR MORE MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD TRADING 
SYSTEM. THEY AFFIRMED THAT DEVELOPED COUNTRIES DO NOT 
EXPECT CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
INCONSISTENT WITH THEIR TRADE, FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 
NEEDS. 

BUSINESS RELATIONS AND INVESTMENTS 

ASEAN AND UNITED STATES DELEGATIONS EXCHANGED VIEWS ON 
THE EXPANSION OF BUSINESS RELATIONS BETWEEN ASEAN AND 
THE UNITED STATES, AND ON THE ROLE OF FOREIGN PRIVATE 
SECTOR INVESTMENTS IN THE ECONOMI" DEVELOPMENT OF ASEAN. 
ASEAN AND THE US AGREED ON THE IMPORTANCE OF STIMULATING 
THE FLOW OF INVESTMENTS INTO THE ASEAN REGION. US 
GOVERNMENT MEASURES TO FACILITATE THESE 
INVESTMENTS, SUCH AS ASSISTANCE FROM THE OVERSEAS PRIVATE 
INVESTMENT COOPERATION (OPIC) AND THE US EXIM BANK, CAN 
PLAY A USEFUL ROLE. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, ASEAN WELCOMED THE US ANNOUNCEMENT 
BY OPIC PRESIDENT RUTHERFORD POATS OF THE VISIT TO THE 
REGION OF AN ASEAN INVESTMENT MISSION OF INTERESTED 
AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN, TO BE HEADED BY FORMER DEPUTY 
SECRETARY OF STATE CHARLES ROBINSON, AND ORGANIZED BY 
OPIC. 

THE UNITED STATED DECLARED ITS READINESS TO FACILITATE 
BUSINESS CONTACTS AND INVESTMENTS IN THE ASEAN REGION 
WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO ACCOMPLISHMENT OF ASEAN DEVELOPMENT 

OBJECTIVES. TOWARDS THIS END, ASEAN AND THE UNITED STATES 
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AGREED TO ENCOURAGE THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT 
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OF AN ASEAN-US BUSINESS COUNCIL UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
THE ASEAN CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (ASEAN-CCI) 
AND THE US CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 

ASEAN ALSO WELCOMED THE US ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE VISIT OF 
US EXIM BANK CHAIRMAN JOHN MOORE TO ASEAN COUNTRIES IN 
NOVEMBER. 1978, AS WELL AS THE PROSPECT THAT EXIM BANK 
WOULD CONSIDER SUPPORTING ASEAN INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS. 

ASEAN STATED THAT IT ENCOURAGES PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPA- 
TION IN THE ASEAN INDUSTRIAL COMPLEMENTATION SCHEMES 
AND THE INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS IN THE ASEAN COUNTRIES. THE 
UNITED STATES DECLARED ITS READINESS TO FACILITATE 
DISCUSSION WITH THE AMERICAN PRIVATE SECTOR REGARDING 
PARTICIPATION IN THESE PROJECTS. 

THE ASEAN AND US DELEGATIONS ALSO DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED 
ELIMINATION OF THE TAX DEFERRAL ON THE FOREIGN EARNINGS 
OF US COMPANIES. ASEAN REITERATED ITS CONCERN OVER THE 
ADVERSE EFFECTS OF SUCH A MOVE. 

DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 

THE UNITED STATES RECONFIRMED ITS READINESS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN A WIDE RANGE OF ASEAN REGIONAL PROJECTS 
IN DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF 
GENERAL US ASSISTANCE POLICIES. THE UNITED STATES 
ANNOUNCED ITS READINESS TO PROCEED TO THE DESIGN PHASE 
ON FOUR PROJECTS: AN ASEAN PLANT PROTECTION PROGRAM. 

AN ASEAN WATERSHED CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT PROJECT, 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ASEAN AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING CENTER, AND ASEAN DRUG PREVENTION EDUCATION 
SEMINAR FOR TEACHERS, EDUCATORS AND CURRICULUM DESIGNERS. 
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FEASIBILITY STUDIES ARE TO BE CARRIED OUT ON OTHER 
PROPOSALS. ASEAN WELCOMED THESE DEVELOPMENTS. 

ASEAN CALLED ON THE UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES TO ENSURE 
THAT THE "BASIC HUMAN NEEDS" POLICY GOVERNING AID WOULD 
MEET THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND CHANGING NEEDS OF THE 
REGION. 

THE UNITED STATES AND ASEAN ALSO AGREED TO COOPERATE IN 
FOOD AND ENERGY MATTERS AND TO ESTABLISH A JOINT WORKING 
GROUP ON ENERGY. 
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THE UNITED STATES ALSO OFFERED TO COOPERATE WITH ASEAN IN 
THE FIELD OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. THE COOPERATION 

WOULD PRIMARILY AIM AT UPGRADING THE INDIGENOUS SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE AND CAPACITY OF ASEAN. 

THE ASEAN AND US DELEGATIONS RECOGNIZED THE INCREASING 
DRUG MENACE TO THE HEALTH OF PEOPLES IN BOTH DEVELOPED 
AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND PLEDGED INCREASED SUPPORT 
TO BRING THIS PROBLEM UNDER CONTROL. AS PART OF THIS 
EFFORT. THE UNITED STATES AGREED TO CONTINUE ITS BILATERAL 
AND MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE TO ASEAN COUNTRIES AND TO 
INTENSIFY AND EXPAND MEASURES TO PREVENT AND CONTROL DRUG 
ABUSE. 

THE MEETING AGREED TO CONTINUE CONSULTATIONS ON THE 
FOREGOING PROPOSALS. 

ASEAN-US COOPERATION IN EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

THERE WAS AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AND AGREEMENT TO COOPERATE 
IN EXPANDING THE SCOPE AND RANGE OF CONTACTS BETWEEN THE 
PEOPLES AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF ASEAN AND THE 
UNITED STATES. THE UNITED STATES EXPRESSED ITS SUPPORT 
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OF ASEAN CULTURAL PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS IN 
EDUCATION. THE ASEAN PROPOSAL TO MEET AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE IN THE REGION TO DEFINE THE TERMS OF REFERENCE 
OF THIS COOPERATION WAS AGREED TO BY THE US. 


THE SECOND ASEAN-US DIALOGUE WAS RECOGNIZED BY ALL 
PARTICIPANTS AS AN IMPORTANT STEP IN STRENGTHENING 
FURTHER THE FRIENDSHIP AND CLOSE TIES BETWEEN THE ASEAN 
AND THE UNITED STATES. IT PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR 
ASEAN AND US LEADERS TO MEET AND CONSULT ON COOPERATION 
IN PURSUING COMMON GOALS FOR THE PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY 
OF THE REGION. ASEAN AND THE UNITED STATES AGREED TO 
CONTINUE THEIR EFFORTS TOWARD THE CONSOLIDATION OF A 
DURABLE, LONG-RANGE, MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIP, 
AND AGREED TO TAKE MEASURES TO FACILITATE MORE ACTIVE 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION TO THAT END. 

THEY AGREED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE ASEAN-UNITED 
STATES DIALOGUE WILL BE HELD NEXT YEAR IN THE ASEAN 
REGION ON A DATE TO BE MUTUALLY AGREED. 

END QUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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